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on them, in the way of instructions, hearing confessions, and frequent
spiritual administrations, generally, the same care he had shown to the
inmates of St Galla.   He also, about this time, began a further apostolate
among the haymakers and other field-labourers who came to Rome from
distant parts during the harvest time, and with the same happy results.
As a preacher, he avoided long discourses, flowery oratory and the dis-
cussion of abstruse and unprofitable subjects, thereby adhering to the wise
injunction on this subject inculcated in the Catechism of the Council of
Trent.   The Gospel, the lives of the Saints, the Sacraments, and the eternal
truths were his constant themes, and his addresses invariably  " went
home ! "    While seeking the spiritual welfare of the poor, he was no less
zealous for the promotion of holiness among the clergy, especially young
priests.   He was intimate with the ecclesiastical world of Rome, and never
ceased to deplore the number of clerics who were content merely to live
on benefices or family fortunes, with no thought of " devoting themselves
to the salvation of souls/'   A century later, Bishop Ullathorne was to make
the same complaint and in the same place!     " To deserve Paradise," De
Rossi used to say, " we must work without intermission."   To overcome
this " do nothing " habit among so many of the clergy, the Saint, in season
and out of it, urged the necessity of frequent retreats as the best means
of curing this entirely unbecoming, nay fatal, lethargy.    Whenever he
preached to the clergy, as at Spello, he filled his auditors with enthusiasm,
and imparted a new spirit which was happily shown in increased activity,
and a more fervent sacerdotal life.   While preaching to, and labouring for,
others, De Rossi himself was a model of every priestly virtue.    All the
mortifications most usually to be met with in the lives of the Saints were
his  constant practice, and despite his  persistent ill-health were never
seriously relaxed.   These austerities were the secret of his success, joined
to almost perpetual prayer, and a happy manner which at once won the
confidence of all who approached him.    Several times after 1750, he
caught the Roman malaria while on his rounds of charity and zeal, and in
the course of 1758, it was thought that his end was at hand.   He recovered,
but the hour of death was only postponed for a few years.   He was sent
to Ariccia, near Albano, for his health, but his painful and wasting malady
increasing, he returned to Rome to the Trinita dei Pellegrini, in October,
1764.    There he lingered for several months, occasionally exhorting or
hearing the confessions of those who came to him.    " As long as I have
a breath in my body, I will go wherever I am wanted," he used to say.
Finally, after weeks of acute sufferings, the end came suddenly and very
calmly.    This second St Philip Neri had received the last rites of the
Church, and was apparently following the prayers of the dying, on the
morning of 23rd May, 1764, when death deprived the Alma Urbs of its